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How you can help.
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The National Curriculum
The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all
pupils:


read easily, fluently and with good understanding



develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both
pleasure and information



acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar
and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing
and spoken language



appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
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Why read 4 times weekly with your
child?
Reading widely and often increases pupils’
vocabulary because they encounter words they
would rarely hear or use in everyday speech.
It helps children to foster a love of reading.
It helps children to learn to read earlier.
Listen to your child read and read to your child,
model good reading in your household.
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Reading
The programmes of study for reading at key stages 1 and 2
consist of two dimensions:


word reading



comprehension (both listening and reading).

It is essential that teaching focuses on developing pupils’
competence in both skills; different kinds of teaching are
needed for each.
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Word Reading
Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of
the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and
the speedy recognition of familiar printed words.

Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on the
page represent the sounds in spoken words.
Time should sometimes be given for reading books more than
once to build on fluency.

+

Phonics and Word Recognition
Your child will bring home weekly phonics homework to
complete.
Your child may have common exception word flashcard to
practice. These are sometimes words that your child can not
sound out, they need to be recognised as a whole word. For
phonetically regular words, encourage your child to sound out
unfamiliar word and blend the sounds together.
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Comprehension through reading
and listening to adults read Year 1
You can help to develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read,
vocabulary and understanding by:









listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and nonfiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently
being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own
experiences
becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional
tales,
retelling stories
recognising and joining in with predictable phrases in stories
learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by
heart
discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already
known
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Comprehension through reading
and listening to adults read Year 1
Your child should understand both the books they can already
read accurately and fluently and those they listen to by:


drawing on what they already know or on background
information and vocabulary provided by you



checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and
correcting inaccurate reading



discussing the significance of the title and events



making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done



predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read
so far
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Comprehension through reading
and listening to adults read Year 2


You can continue to help your child to develop pleasure in reading,
motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by:











listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of
contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that
at which they can read independently
discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are
related
becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories,
fairy stories and traditional tales
being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways
recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry
discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to
known vocabulary
discussing their favourite words and phrases
continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating
these
and reciting some, with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear
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Comprehension through reading
and listening to adults read Year 2


You can continue to help your child to understand both the
books that they can already read accurately and fluently and
those that they listen to by:


drawing on what they already know or on background
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher



checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and
correcting inaccurate reading



making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done



answering and asking questions



predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read
so far
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